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Just hatched poultry need: water, feed, heat, light and space.
Prior to hatching:

Prepare the “peeps” new home.  It should be a secure, draft-free location and the peeps should have enough space to get away from the heat source if they want to.  Use a non-slippery litter surface for new hatchlings.  If you are using newspaper as bedding, spread paper towels over the newspaper for the first 4 days or so.

Week One:
· Heat the area to between 90°F - 95°F.  A good source of heat is a 250 watt red heat bulb hanging about 18 inches above the floor of the cage.  
· Have a one-gallon chick waterer for each 50 chicks.  For the first 2-3 days add 3 tablespoons of sugar per quart of water for extra energy or if the birds are stressed.  Gently dipping the beak of bird into the waterer as you put them into their pen will help them find the waterer later.  Never let your peeps run out of water.

· Fill the feeders with the appropriate Starter/Grower for your peeps.  We recommend Farmers Best Chick Start-Grow Crumbles or Farmers Best Turkey/Gamebird Starter.  Sprinkling a little extra feed on the litter/papers around the area where the peeps will be for the first 3 days is a good idea (use plenty, its better to waste some feed than to not have enough).  Change the litter/paper daily.  Use a 2 foot feeder for each 50 chicks.  Never let your peeps run out of feed.
· After day 3, also sprinkle baby chick grit on the feed daily as if you were salting your food.  Avoid putting out too much grit as the peeps may fill up on it instead of the feed.

Weeks Two – Four:

· Reduce the temperature by 5°F each week.  After the 4th week no extra heat should be needed.

· Try to provide at least ½ square foot of floor space per chick.

· Watch peeps for any signs of diarrhea, vent blockage or blood in stools.  Consult your Farmers Feed Dealer or your veterinarian to remedy these problems.

· Peeps may pick at each other if they are too hot, too crowded, or without fresh enough air.  Occasionally an over bright light source might also lead to picking.  If making the necessary adjustments does not stop the picking the birds may need to be de-beaked (cutting off 1/3 of the top beak with a very sharp knife or razor). 

After Week Four:

· Increase the floor space to at least ¾ sq. ft. per chick (more for turkeys).

· Increase the feeders to provide between 2 ½ - 3” of feeder space per bird.

· Increase the waterers to at least one 5-gallon waterer per 100 birds.

· Provide the appropriate size grit in a separate feeder.

· Add roosts at the back of the pen.  Allow at least four inches per bird with roost poles at least six inches apart.
· Adjust/ monitor doors and windows as needed to provide the birds with access to clear air and range.  Only allow outside range if the day is warm and the range is clean.
Special Considerations:
Always wash your hands well after handling birds, their equipment and manure.  Do not kiss or nuzzle any of your birds.  Keep birds outside, away from human habitation and food preparation areas.  Always supervise young children around birds, making sure they wash their hands well.
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